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and of a distinctly shoddy appearance. There were six berths in our cabin, and a saloon which served all other purposes. On deck there was no accommodation at all for the second class, and precious little for the first. The first few days were tolerable, for we practically had the ship to ourselves, but after Naples every berth was filled. The people in our cabin were very sea-sick when it was rough, and very noisy when it wasn't. We took in all nine days to get to Alexandria. There were no English people on board, but I think nearly every other European nationality had a representative. We of course kept very much to ourselves and sat at the end of the table. I admitted to knowing a little French, and occasionally conversed in that language with a rather good-looking, and very well-dressed man, who told me he was an officer of the Khedive's household, and whom I strongly suspect to have been his valet.
We arrived at Alexandria late at night, but did not land till the following morning. We were taken at once to the passport office, where we produced our passports and had them duly " vise'd." We then passed on to the Customs shed. They asked if we had anything to declare, and we said we hadn't. I should explain that previous to coming ashore I had taken the precaution to pocket all the pistols and ammunition in our possession, as well as certain papers of a compromising nature, such as my English passport, cheque book, and so on. We also had in our luggage some watches and other things intended for presents later on, among them, several of some value. These had been put in the pockets of the clothes to avoid breakage. There were also a medicine case, bandages, and various similar things. They made us open all the boxes and turn out the contents, which they searched carefully, reading every paper, opening every book, and laying violent hands on everything they found of the slightest value. The first box being thus disposed of, we were told to repack it. Realizing, that after all this trouble with the boxes, they could not intend to neglect the contents of our pockets, Masaudi and I, while doing so, contrived to include the pistols, papers, and other things. In this way we managed to offload what we were carrying, but to communicate with Abdul